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Transcript
Enemy Faces: Stereotypes in Political Cartoons and Propaganda
BRYANT GUMBEL, co-host:
On AFTER EIGHT this morning, enemy faces. We want to look at how the images used to depict our
adversaries, particularly in political cartons may be affecting how we behave towards those adversaries.
Sam Keen is a psychologist who studies this subject and written a book on reflections of the hostile
imagination. Why should we be concerned about the faces that we put on our adversaries?
SAM KEEN (“Faces of the Enemy”): Because we portray somebody in a very large extent is going to
determine how we react to that person or to that enemy.
GUMBEL: It doesn’t, one doesn’t follow from the other? You don’t have the cause and effect switch?
KEEN: Well I think that it’s both ways. The viler the perception of the enemy, the more it causes
violence, but it also very often the images come from an enemy who really is vile and who really is
vicious. It works both ways; you can’t say one or the other.
GUMBEL: Let’s give a clearer indication of what we’re talking about as we perceive.
(clip begins)
GUMBEL: Dr. Keen, but for such imagery, which we have hated any less that time?
KEEN: Would we have hated less? Probably so. Take the comparison between the way we dealt with the
Germans and the way we did the Japanese. We made a distinction between good German and Nazis. And
so when the time came to bring that war to an end, when strategically it was over, we were able to do that.
For the Japanese we didn’t do that. There was a racist character to our imagery and their imagery. So that
when the war was actually strategically over, we had a hard time stopping the kind of killing frenzy that
went on.
GUMBEL: Let me get a second opinion because joining us here in the studio is political cartoonist Jerry
Robinson. He’s the creator of the nationally syndicated Daily Cartoon Life with Robinson with which you
may be familiar. What’s your view of what you’ve been listening to?
JERRY ROBINSON: Well I think Sam raises a serious problem that political are sensitized to. And that is
who do you exaggerate and what fashion do you exaggerate. After all, symbolism and analogy is one of
the tools of a cartoonist.
GUMBEL: Is stereotyping essential to the cartoonist?
ROBINSON: If stereotyping you mean symbolism, yes it is. There are certain symbols that are universally
known and the cartoonist draws his cartoon with the knowledge the reader is coming with preconceived
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notions about that symbol. For all we have to project an idea within a few seconds.
GUMBEL: So you must create immediate impact.
RONSINSON: Exactly. And we have to get across a thought very quickly. What—what an editorial writer
might spend a column writing in 500 words we have to do in perhaps a few words and in a few seconds.
GUMBEL: Let me quickly show some cartoons that illustrate what we’re talking about. I mean I think our
first one here relates to our trade problems and we see Uncle Sam underneath saying, “Ready to reform?”
with a big Japanese sumo wrestler over him. The second one has a bulbous-nosed Arab obviously from
OPEC with American Lifestyle going into the breach. And the second one has Gorbachev Soviet Missile
advantage with the good Europeans hiding behind Uncle Sam. Could you make those points without using
the stereotypes?
KEEN: Yea, well I think. The question is do the stereotypes really distort what it is that we’re trying to
say. Are cartoonists always sensitive? For instance I think with the Arab image you find out that they’re
very often insensitive. That particular cartoon of the Arab here suggests, for instance that the Arab is the
one who is greedy. Just remind me who is it that uses the majority of the world’s petroleum?
GUMBEL: But that’s a problem that runs deeper than cartoons.
KEEN: Absolutely.
GUMBEL: I mean that’s an across the board problem that there’s a great deal of discrimination directed
against Arabs right now in this country.
KEEN: That’s right. That’s right. And we’re very uncritical of those imagery. Now the point is, when you
use an image like an image of a rat to characterize, say Arafat, which is still quite common in American
political cartooning, that image has certain kinds of effects. You can see what it did…
GUMBEL: Sure.
KEEN: …to the Jews during the Second World War when Hitler used that.
GUMBEL: It’s dirty, it’s distasteful…
KEEN: It’s dirty.
GUMBEL: …it needs to be eliminated, it’s a pest.
KEEN: Yea.
GUMBEL: Will you allow any cause and effect relationship, negative relationship between what you
draw and the hatred the people might feel?
ROBINSON: Well yes, I think there could be. I think if it’s not used in proper way. I myself rarely use
those kind of symbol. I prefer to focus on the individual. But I think most thoughtful cartoons would do
that. They’ll make a distinction between the policy of the person or the administration or even of the
organization such as the Nazi party or the Klu Klux Klan, as opposed to the southerner let’s say or the
German people.
GUMBEL: But would you make the same distinction where it was clear that the person you were
stereotyping was a bad guy almost universally?
ROBINSON: Well if you focus on the individual then I think that’s correct. I mean there’s the policy of
the individual. I mean we’re talking about for example, the policies of the administration and not of the
American people. Whereas, the Russian might stereotype Uncle Sam and saying this represents all the
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people.
GUMBEL: It would seem there’s no bottom line on this one. Only to raise the sensitivity issue and the
consciousness we’ll hope some understanding proceeds. Dr. Keen thank you very much. Mr. Robinson
thank you.

Related Cue Cards
The 21st Century Battlefield
https://archivesbb.nbclearn.com/portal/site/BbHigherEd/browse/?cuecard=4788

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld outlines the challenges
of fighting a new kind of war on a new kind of battlefield
against new enemies with new attack strategies.

Colonel Jacobs: Women in Combat “a Good Thing for
Military”
https://archivesbb.nbclearn.com/portal/site/BbHigherEd/browse/?cuecard=62823

NBC News military analyst Jack Jacobs analyzes the decision
to allow women to be on the frontline units of combat.

President George W. Bush Visits Walter Reed Army Medical
Center
https://archivesbb.nbclearn.com/portal/site/BbHigherEd/browse/?cuecard=1996

After The Washington Post uncovered poor conditions in
outpatient buildings housing wounded Iraq veterans at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center, President George W. Bush
visited the facility and apologized.

Same Mud, Same Blood
https://archivesbb.nbclearn.com/portal/site/BbHigherEd/browse/?cuecard=72264

In this NBC News Special from 1967, reporter Frank McGee
profiles a platoon of the 101st Airborne Division in Vietnam.
Spending nearly a month with them on patrol, McGee looks at
the integration of African Americans in the U.S. military. This
is the full and unedited version of the documentary. Some
parts may not be suitable for younger viewers.

© 2008-2015 NBCUniversal Media, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

Page 4 of 4

